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PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


de Brunhoff, Laurent Random House 
BABAR'S COUSIN: That Rascal Arthur $3.50 


Another 4abar- @ big one - in which Laurent de Brunhoff shows ‘that he has in- 
herited his father's mantle. These Babar and Celeste stories have become children's 
classics. Though they should theoretically come under the hammer of those who dislike 
personified animal stories, somehow- like Peter Rabbit- they have made their own place. 
Perhaps because humans are left out, and one is transported to an elephant world, where 
the elephants live under their own laws and customs. In this, told with the same mtter- 
of-fact acceptance of humorous situations, and pictured with the same big, sprawly, 
postery pictures, we follow the Babar family to the seashore, where Cousin Arthur is 
bored by the younger children's adventures, and goes off on his own - by plane- in a 
wholly absurd and unorthodox manner. Nonsense in the Babar tradition. A bit more text 
than Jean de Brunhoff used. (9/10) 


Wm. R. Scott 


Green, Mary McBurney 
IS IT HARD? IS IT BASY? $1.00 








* Everyday ideas that belong in everyday life in every family. Some things are 
easy for Tim- some are easy for Ann; and often the thing Tim can do, Ann can't- and the 
other way round. Let's say this is a picture book on basic principles of tolerance- 
with teamwork a solution on lots of things. Gay simple pictures by Lucienne Bloch, and 
a text that has its own rhythms. In format- heavy board and cloth back strip- heavy 


paper for pages. (9/20) 


INEXPENSIVE BOOKS 


Little Golden Books Simon & Schuster 
Each $.25 

Brown, Margaret Wise- THE GOLDEN SLEEPY BOOK- J////‘d by Garth Williams 

Eng, Rita - UP IN THE ATTIC- J/i'd by Corinne Malvern 


* Mitchell, Lucy S.  - A YEAR IN THE CITy- J/i'd by Tibor Gergely 


The Brown book has 4 variety of sleepy time readings, verse and prose, stories 
about sleepy little animals, etc. 


Attics are fun- and some of the things that happen there are scary. 
Round the season in the city- the everyday things that most children will 
find memorable. I like Gergely's pictures - except when he introduced 


grown ups. But the cover is the least prepossessing of all. 


Listed for simultaneous publication is a third which we did not see- Walt 
Disney's THREE LITTLE PIGS, One can guess what it will be like. 
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September 1, 1948 


Sitmile Books 
BOOKS TO READ ALOUD (5 to 8) 


Steiner, Charlotte Doubleday 
LULU'S PLAY SCHOOL $1.25 


I'd like this better if I happened to be a lulu fan, for it is a real idea and 
I wonder it hasn't been done before. Iulu loves play school and the vacations at Grand- 
ma's farm seem pretty dull without it. So she starts a play school of her own and teach-~ 
es the neighboring children the things she learned....Children get lots of laughs out of 
Imlu, so this ought to be popular. (Publ.) 


Hurd, Edith Thacher Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
TOUGHY AND HIS TRAILER TRUCK $1.25 


I like some of this so much that I'm sorry to have to be lukewarm about it. 
The details about a trailer truck, from the loading of the box and attaching the trailer 
on, will fascinate small boys with their thousand and one questions about trucks. All 
ages will find the story of Toughy and the skills needed to bring his great truck safely 
across the mountain to the big city revealing and interesting. But the style- prose 
shifting into third rate rhyme- and the pictures, which, while accurate on details are 
ugly, particularly when it comes to human figures- make the book a yes-and-no book. 
Paper and board binding with cloth back strip. (Publ.) 


Hall, William , Knopf 
CHRISTMAS PONY $1.50 


Chris was a Christmas gift pony, and T.G. the turkey and Easter the rabbit were 
his friends. He didn't want to leave them behind when Santa Claus called him to be a 
present for a lucky little boy. Santa had no room in the sleigh, so the trick rabbit 
and the turkey took off on an unusual flight, and in the midst of the trimmings and do- 
ings of Christmas, they put on their bag of tricks and persuaded an indulgent father that 
the three friends belonged together. Sleighs and reindeer on the cover and Christmas in 
the title will go far toward offsetting the color scheme which somehow doesn't seem quite 
right for Christmas. Large format- with too much text for the picture book age. A bit 
slow. Illustrations by Roger Duvoisin, reproduced in blue and yellow and ochre. (9/20) 


Hartman, Gertrude Macmillan 
IN BIBLE DAYS _ $2.50 


An unusual and effective way to tell the story of the Bible to children, so 
that- at the close- the customs and habits of the people of Palestine in Biblical times 
supplement the historical sequence of the familiar tales of Old Testament and New. From 
the creation, on through the story of the early Hebrews, in Bgypt, in the wilderness, in 
the promised land - the story from the gospels, of Jesus and his followers, largely in 
excerpts from the text, expanded with commentary and explanations which round it out so 
that it seems a continuous story of a country and the people who lived there. Particu- 
larly good, as showing the background story of a country in the news today. 10 full 
pages- 20 half pages of line drawings by Kathleen Voute. Colorful jacket. (Oct. ) nib 


Welch, Jean Louise HbR ars. tit ih Oxford 
THE ANIMALS CAME FIRST $1.50 
Pictures of animals and a Christ story combine to make seasonal merchandise in 
@ variation on the story of Christ in the manger and for homage of the beasts. The story 
is told in the manner of an old folk tale, as the animals collect a troupe to inquire in- 
to the nature of a mystery. The parade of the animals to the lighted stall where the 
Holy family are resting has the clarity and charm of a lithograph. Delicate tender draw- 
ings by Ruth Carroll make this an attractive looking book. Sturdy binding. Effective 
jacket. (10/7) 


¢ 























September 1, 1948 Juvenile Books: Books to Read Aloud — 7456- 


Seuss, Dr. Random House 
THIDWICK: The Big Hearted Moose $2.00 
I've always thought Dr. Seuss' type of humor appealed more to grownups than to 
children, and this is no exception. (Particularly if you've a recognized weakness for 
letting your home serve as refuge to one and all). This- in illustrations in 3 colors 
and amusing rhymes tells the story of the moose whose antlers provided homes for his 
feathered friends. Not- on the child level- "the funniest book of the year". (9/17) 


McCullough, John G. Wm. R. Scott 
GOOD WORK! What Wiil You Be When You Grow Up? $1.50 


This offers lots of possibilities but doesn’t go beyond a very superficial 
scratching of the surface:- would you like to work in an office- or in the sky- or on 
the water- or on the land ~ or in a factory- or in a store? Or would you like to be a 
doctor - or an entertainer- or an artist? The idea is that there is work for all, but 
somehow the idea doesn't come off, As a matter of fact- at this age level, the role of 
the future is much more apt to be identification with some particularly glamorous figure 
of the moment- a street car or bus driver, a truck driver, an elevator man, a fireman, 

@ policeman. Text in not-too-good jingles. Pictures by Dahlov Ipcar are very un-Ameri- 
can looking and unappealing. Paper over board binding. (9/20) 


Jagendorf, M. Vanguard 
NEW ENGLAND BEAN POT: American Foik Stories to Read and Teil $2.50 


Short, simple retellings of simpler folk material,- the early life of Paul 
Bunyan, Tall Barney Beal, Godfrey Malbone, a new way to oure old witch hunting, and many 
other New England tales that are pleasant to find in a collection. Folk tale collectors, 
fairy tale readers, and those who like the folk-quality with the dour, dry humor of New 
England, will find their unique flavor caught here. Ill'd by Donald MoKay. (Sept.) 


Chalmers, Audrey Viking 
MR. TOPPLE'S WISH $1.50 


Mr. Topple was first a vegetable pushcart man, while he dreamed of a place in 
the country. Then he was a peanut seller, then it was balloons- but always he dreamed. 
Finally, when things kept going askew, he consulted an old magician who advised him to 
find a four leaf clover, a horse shoe, a haystack, a white horse, and a woman in a polka 
dot dress. The search took him into the country- and there his wish came true. Nice 
pictures in soft crayon effects, with the effect of the originals in reproduction. Board. 


(9/10) 
McCloskey, Robert Viking 
BLUEBERRIES FOR SAL | : $1.50 


* McCloskey has a beguiling way of telling a very simple story (witness his 
Make Way for Ducklings = and the slightly older Lentii and Homer Price). This comes in 
between in age appeal- with the story of Sal who went berrying with her mother and found 
it more fun to eat than pick until she got mixed up with a mother bear and her cub on 
the same errand. They eventually untangle- and it’s the grown up bear and the grown up 
mother who are just a wee bit scared and disconcerted. Thin span of 56 pages of text and 
entertaining pictures. Not up to his best- but still better than most. (Oct.) 


EASY READING 


Beim, Lorraine ; Harcourt, Brace 
ALICE'S FAMILY } $2.00 


A fun to be part of a family sort of story, as three youngsters take over when 
Mother is laid up, with Alice, nearly nine, a very normal little girl who doesn’t find 
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it all fun and glamor and who can quarrel with her brother (and he with her) and can 
sometimes fall down on the job. Nice amusing drawings by Violet la Mont (but why is it 
that so many artists can do children and can't do adults!) (9/9) 


Scott, Sally Harcourt, Brace 
SUE ANN'S BUSY DAY $1.75 


* A darling story- and a very natural one- of a little girl who was bored with 
“everybody else away and what shall I do now?" point of view, and how the urge to own 
some tiny silk flags spurred her on to find ways to keep very busy and earn a few pennies 
and nickels doing things that turned out to be fun. Not a bit goody goody- and the 
Madye Lee Chastain line drawings are very charming. (9/9) . 


Hills, Verna Lothrop, Lee & Shepard — 
HERE, SUZY! $2.00 


Suzy was a little red hen that came to stay when Aunt Cindy came to take care 
of Joey. Suzy caused considerable neighborhood excitement before Joey and his friend 
Andy were through with her- but she managed to hide away, and when they found her she 
had a lot of little yellow chickens of her own. A silly story with unattractive line 


drawings by Marion Downer. (Publ.) 


Schneider, Herman & Nina Wm. R. Scott 
LET'S LOOK INSIDE YOUR HOUSE $1.50 


** I think this is the best of these picture science books. Not perhaps the most 
original ( Let's Find Outstill holds that palm), but the one with the widest appeal for 
the inquiring small boy or girl. It should prove a godsend to the parents who don't 
know how to explain what makes water run when a tap is turned; how the furnace distri- 
butes heat through the house; what makes bulbs light and bells ring. Safe experiments 
with equipment every home prevides - and a picture quiz at the end - make this a perfect 
how-to-do-it-at-home book. And a sure favorite with the imaginative teacher. The illus- 
trations in line, by Barbara Ivins, are practical but unimaginative. (9/20) Vem. 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- Fiction 
Caxton 


langley, Dorothy 
THE HOGGLES AND ALEXANDER $3.00 
The author of this feeble little fairy tale must have figured that since [he 
Wind in the Willows and Alice in Wonderland were perennial favorites an imitation of the 
two would be twice as successful, The result is a dismal, foolish thing, with a plot 
too simple for six year olds and a vocabulary that would send fifteen year olds to the 
dictionary. Peter and Penny are led to an enchanted forest by- you guessed it?- a rabbit. 
They meet elves, pixies, and odd animals until dawn, when everything dutifully vanishes 
and they find themselves home in bed. But they know that some day the rabbit will come 
again. When and if he does, this reader will set a trap for him! (10/7) 


Knopf 


Duvoisin, Roger 
3 THE FOUR CORNERS OF THE WORLD | $3.00 


Handsome, colorful drawings fail to compensate for an uninspired text in this 
retelling of Pizarro's search for the Land of Gold, Peru. From swineherd to foot soldier. 
to conqueror, Pizarro travels a bloody route, full of movie heroics, over the bodies of 
men, to become Conqueror of Peru and the Incas. Somehow to us, murder even with a 
Spanish priest planting a cross next to the flag isn't pretty reading. Good-looking 


de luxe merchandise. 128 pages. Cloth. (9/20) 
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Scribner 


Dalgliesh, Alice 
THE DAVENPORTS ARE AT DINNER $2.50 
This falls short of the standard Miss Dalgliesh has achieved in most of her 
family stories. The Davenports are a bit too noble- they take even their hard luck too 
gallantly (when they are evicted from their home and have to move into the barn- all seven 
of them). They live in a Connecticut town and adore each other, even the new step-mother 
who passes all the tests the children set. One of the children invents a radio program- 
informal dinner talk of the clan- and Father writes and illustrates juveniles- and they 
manage to get along. There's a thin wedge of mystery but not enough. Sorry- we just 


didn't think much of it. (Qct.) 


McCabe, Lee & Fagan, Norbert Whittlesey 
I'LL TAKE CAPPY $2.00 


Fairly predictable finale for a non-routine story about a boy who likes hunting 
and his pony, in the Maryland Hunt region. Sam - along with the reader- learns a good 
deal about caring for a horse, training, jumping, and the organization of the hunt. But 
the grave problem is that Sam's father needs a tractor more than Sam needs a pony. What 
to do? Can the combine earn their own way? Good everyday experiences in earning money 
in a rural community, with a lucky old coin as a fortunate coincidence. Sam rides along 
with the best of them at the hunt, does a few deeds of valor, and finally has the money 
for his father’s tractor (and the pony is his to keep). A predictable market. (Publ.) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN— Fiction 


Doubleday 


Breck, Vivian 
HIGH TRAIL $2.50 

The High Sierras are the setting for a glorious holiday interrupted by catastro- 
phe when Chloe's father, Michael Cassidy, falls and breaks his leg. Chole must make her 
way back to civilization and help. There is a mad, breath-taking contest with time, snow 
storm, cold; two mountaineers find her almost frozen; together they make their way out. 
Romance and intensity and a movie finish finale, for a story that could have been kept 
on @ lower key of straight adventure and adolescent romance. J.L.G. (10/7) 


Doubleday 


Fenton, Edward 
ALEKO'S ISLAND $2.50 
Unusual background and readable story of modern Greece. Aleko’s island, war- 
stricken and poor, is near Athens. His parents have been killed by a bomb and he and 
his unhappy grandmother live in a shed as servants of a rich Greek woman. Joy of Aleko's 
life and torment of his grandmother is a rascally goat named Lesbia, who leads him a 
futile chase, until by chance he uncovers a perfect statue of an ancient boy and goat. 
The whole town tries to trick the piece away from Aleko, and the grandmother regards the 
boy's refusal to part with it as a sign of disrespect. When she tries to steal it from 
him he runs away, and meeting a kindly itinerant painter he leads an enchanted life until 
reality catches up with him. With the help of the painter the statue is put into a proper 
museum and Aleko determines to be a scholar. There’s slight suggestion of the complex 
problems of relief administration, where administrators bicker and supplies go astray. 
Illustrated by Dimitris Davis. J.L.G. (10/7) 


White, Robb Doubleday 
SAIL AWAY $2.25 


A cops and robbers story of three children who capture a gang-leader wanted for 
his dope-running activities. High excitement skillfully sustained by the author of 
Secret Sea - fine details of sailing off the Florida coast, as the children, caught in a 
drifting yacht alternate being chased by the gang leader and coming out on top with the 
enemy in the hands of the FBI. Ill'd. by Dorothy Bayley Morse, (10/7) 
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Dutton 


Felsen, Henry Gregor 
BERTIE TAKES CARE $2.50 


Overweight Bertie, hero of Bertie Comes Through is again deprived of triumphant 
participation in camp experience, when Ted and Wiggins, his H.S. pals, go as counsellors 
and he is left in town, trailed by his tag-along little brother. Bertie makes the best 
of things, and when the coach asks him to help, he takes over a group of ragamuffins, 
organizes a ball team and sees his team beat the fancy camp team. Portrait of a boy who 
frequently fails, who has faults of all sorts, and yet emerges as alive, funny and lik- 


able. Illustrated by Jane Toan. (Publ.) 


Low, Elizabeth H. ; Harcourt, Brace 
HIGH HARVEST $2.50 


A Vermont mountain community, rated as marginal agriculturally, is indicated as 
possible government project, provided the farmers will sell out. But a group of them 
determine to fight the move- to work out some form of cooperative venture and bring their 
farms back. A halting progress, with many slips back, backgrounds a story of the girl 
who kept the goal in sight, of the horses she broke to harness, the old hermit whose 
sheep she saved, the boy who learned to play a straight game, the blacksmith uncle with 
whom she lived who did more than his share. There are chances lost here for a really 
constructive job- the the central idea is a good one. Old fashioned line drawings by 
Douglas Gorsline, add nothing to the value of the book. (9/9) 


Harcourt, Brace 


Norton, Andre 
SCARFACE $2.75 

* Well-sustained, action-packed pirate yarn which should provide good material 
to bridge that gap for the boys emerging from the comic book stage. Pirates, lost gentry, 
boarded ships, a captive cabin boy - ingredients for a story of Capt. Cheap pirate lord | 
of Tortuga, who conceived the plan to raid Barbados, stronghold of Sir Robert Scarlett, 
whose wife and infant son he had captured years before. A sea battle and a dramatic end- 
ing resolve identities, and Justin Blade, young Scarface, emerges as the long lost young 
Scarlett. Straight adventure- well done. Ill'd by Lorence Bjorkland. (Publ.) 


Harcourt, Brace 


Lyons, Dorothy 
RED EMBERS $2.50 

* Another first-rate horse and girl story, with polo as the motivating force- as 
Pat Blake chooses as a career the training of polo ponies, and wins her place on the West 
Coast challenging polo team- and eventually No. 1 on the American team. Good details of 
ponies and play, in a field little touched in recent years. Here's where its value lies; 
the characterizations are fairly routine, the successes perhaps too easily won (though 
the odds and hazards are there) - but the author of Golden Sovereign etc. writes entic- 
ingly on the theme she knows best, horses. Illus. by Wesley Dennis. (9/9) 


Harcourt, Brace 


Pinkerton, Kathrene 
: A GOOD PARTNER $2.50 
* Science-minded Neal Bartlett had plans of his own when he went to call on his 
legal guardian Tom Clark, who trapped mink and raised mink in northern Wisconsin. He 
planned to push West, to new lands opened at Boulder Dam, to experiment with new farming 
there. But when Tom showed him some of his experiments, Neal realized there was plenty 
of exciting science right there. In writing of the cooperation of two eager minds, the 
author has managed to make Mendelian heredity as it works out with mink a thing of ex- 
citement and passion. Happy times- fishing, hunting, building, and a charming daughter 
of a wealthy neighbor add teen-age interest. Exceptional for the science-minded. (Publ.) 
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Holt 


Fisher, Cyrus T. 
AB CARMODY'S TREASURE $3.00 

Easy writing and an interesting locale (Guatemale) makes this a humdinger of an 
adventure yarn for the 12 and up group. Ab Carmody, American with Guatemalan ancestry, 
orphaned when his aviator father crashes, decides to seek out his almost legendary great- 
grandfather, reputedly very wealthy. He finds him in a small Guatemalan town, practical- 
ly a prisoner in the hands of an evil grand-nephew, determined to eliminate any other 
surviving relatives. The chase involves escape through joining a picturesque little cir- 
cus troupe, and a cliffside fight in which the villain meets his doom. A good crackling 
story with plenty of local color. Ill%d. by Lou Block. (10/4) 


Hayes, Florence Houghton, Mifflin 
SKID $2.50 


The story opens in a Negro school in Georgia, just before “Skid” inherits the 
captain's sweater from Sam, who is going north and quitting school. Then Skid's world 
is shattered. His family, too, are going north, to give him a better chance. The bus 
trip up- over-emphasis on the changes as the line between south and north is crossed- 
the thrill of New York (and again stress on different standards, in restaurants and so 
on) - then Connecticut, and the freezing out process in the public school, where Skid is 
the only Negro - all this may serve a purpose as read by white boys and girls. But 
aren’t the Negroes going to resent it, realistic as they may know it is? Aside from 
its “social significance", its a good enough story of a boy winning his right to a place 
against odds. And there’s enough baseball in it to delight young fans. Ill'd. (Publ.) 


Meek, Col. S.P. | Knopf 
BOOTS: The Story of a Working Sheep Dog $2.50 





Col. Meek has worked out a formula that has proved successful - and this is an- 
other boy and dog story - of the Wyoming sheep range. Rustlers are one danger that Bob 
and his sheep dog, Boots, have to contend with, but nature provides other crises,- bliz- 
zeards, hail, stampedes, range problems - all factors in the perilous business of sheep 
ee pony the popular ingredients are there, with a quick-tongued hero whom boys will 
like. 9/20 


de Leeuw, Adele Macmillan 
CLAY FINGERS $2.50 


laura was the favorite to win the tennis championship, when a sudden accident 
left her with an injured back and a rule of a year's moderate living imposed- no sports, 
no driving, no college and a slow re-education of damaged muscles. And then the year of 
doldrums became the doorway of her future career, as she found herself working in clay, 
teaching underprivileged children, and coming in touch with lots of harsh reality. Ro- 
mance, hard work, some success and a bright promise of future joy made life seem exciting 
and wonderful, and what looked like a “year. out" proved to be a “year in”. Career book 
in a new field. (September) 2 | 


Warren, Billy David McKay 
SADDLES UP! RIDE ‘EM HIGH $2.50 


Good cowboy story- authentic in the picture of the round-up and all its con- 
comitants, as Danny, soa of the owner of the ranch, proves himself one of the best in 
every test he meets. Plenty of adventure- good factual material- a stampede- a run-in 
with Indians who, claiming it is a joke, steal Danny’s pony and gear; an encounter with 
a grizzly; tales told around the campfire- all the things boys who still want to be cow- 
boys like to read. Illustrated by the author. (9/1) 
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Fuller, Alice Cook Messner 
GOLD FOR THE GRAHAMS $2.50 


There's always room for a good family story of covered wagon days - and this is 
@ good one. Mr. Graham left his Iowa farm after a series of crop failures for the fabu- 
lous Black Hills of Dakota. Gil, accused of setting fire to a barn, ran away to join 
his father. And the family connected with a wagon train, braving threat of Indian mass- 
acre and the dangers of the trail. A story 7th and 8th graders will like as supple- 
errs reading on the classroom library list. J.L.G. Ill'd. by Dorothy Bayley Morse. 
10/11 


Herzberg, Max J.- fd.- Messner 
A TREASURE CHEST OF SEA STORIES $3.00 


A big collection of sea stories, full of salt savor, action, every kind of 
ship, roaring emphasis on brawn and bravery and the muscular values inherent in chival- 
rous tales of strong silent men. Many names (Loomis, Russell, Marmur, etc.) many sett- 
ings, will satisfy many tastes of sea-minded boys who enjoy the perils of those who fight 
sharks, storms, sea-monsters, reefs, superstitions, and so on. Jr. High and up. (Oct.) 


Lavender, David Westminster 
GOLDEN TREK $2.50 


* Sixteen-year old Joe Gordon is sent west by a newly formed mining company 
founded by his father to stake a claim in gold-rush California, and- incidentally- to 
keep an eye on the other representative, an uncle he idolizes. When his uncle gambles 
away the company funds, and in other ways shows the cynicism he has acquired in the Mex- 
ican wars, Joe faces disillusionment and breaks with his uncle to carry on alone in the 
brutal atmosphere of a mining camp. He finds himself absorbed in problems of strained 
race relations over mine claims. When the Mexicans are driven out by the whites, he- 
and a handful of others- throw in their lot with the minority group. They work out 4 
common good, together. Interesting material, well-handled details, graphic descriptions, 
and & gripping yarn from a novel slant. Jr. High and up. (10/25) 


Rechnitzer, F.E. Winston 
RAFF | $2.50 


* A dog story is what every boy demands every season, and here is the best one 
so far in the Lassie Come Hometradition. With the Marguerite Kirmse pictures, it is 
sure of good merchandise appeal. Raff, an English setter, is the adored pet of 16-year 
old Bruce, son of the owner of Happydale Kennels. Bruce trains him for dog shows. When 
circumstances bring about a separation, there's profound mise’y and many ups and downs 
before boy and dog are reunited. Excitement, sadness, adventure, loyalty and a happy 
ending fill all requirements. And the dog is nice too- and credible, being no college 
professor but plain dog. J.L.G. (10/1) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN- Non-fiction 


Holt 


Humphreys, Dena 
VERDI: FORCE OF DESTINY $3.50 
A biography of Giuseppe Verdi, his rise from a poor struggling musician, fran- 
tically self-taught, to his position as a national hero in Italy. Told in great detail, 
somewhat sentimentalized- this book recommends itself for school reference and library 
shelves primarily on the section devoted to a summary of each of the operas. A competent 
job, with elaborate research into primary sources. TIll'd. (10/4) 
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Longstreth, T. Morris Macmillan 
THE GREAT VENTURE $2.50 


Fictionalized biography of the sculptor Daniel Chester French, brought up in 
Concord, Massachusetts, a neighbor of Bronson Alcott and Ralph Waldo Emerson, who were 
old when French was young. With the help of an understanding family, French was helped 
to turn from the law or other professional careers, and take up sculpture where his 
ambition lay. His early successes, as a very young man, his first civic commission- the 
statue of the Minute Man, justified his own and his family's faith, and made it possible 
for him to go on to a memorable career. Solid, sound book; well-organized. (Oct. ) IF 








Messner 


Garst, Shannon | 
: BUFFALO BILL $2.75 





ities of American frontier history. Boys have always loved him, and here is a book to 
bring him vividly to life in his time and place. Colonel Wm. Cody was brought up in a 
time of lawless revolt, massacre and bloody feuding for slave-versus anti-slavery poss- 
ession of Kansas. His family was anti-slavery and his father's early death was due to 
the violence of his enemies. Buffalo Bill became head of the family and bread-winner at 
an early age. He loved horses and knew them; he could shoot and fight and hunt and ride. 
This famous scout became a legend in his own time and this is his story. (10/11) 


With a whoop and a holler in rides one of the most colorful, exciting personal- ) 


Williams, Beryl Messner 
LILLIAN WALD: Angel of Henry Street $2.75 


Biography of Lillian Wald, daughter of well-to-do German-Jewish and Polish- 
Jewish parents, born in Rochester about 1867. Neither her background nor her finishing 
school education seemed to indicate the great work she was to do. She lied about her 
age in order to gain admittance into the New York Hospital as a student nurse. Then she 
studied medicine. During these years she lectured East Side women on hygiene and clean- 
linessy and gained her first glimpse of conditions among immigrants. Shocked and moved, 
she persuaded Mrs. Loeb and Jacob Schiff into letting her, along with another nurse, 
move into the area to help better the conditions. It proved a colossal task, which be- 
came the basis of the Henry St. Settlement, the Visiting Nurse service, and the power he- 
hind the effort to abolish sweat shops, pass child labor legislation, bills for slum 
clearance, better housing, and so on. A bit slow in spots, but interesting. Double 
value on career book shelf. (Oct.) 








BOOKS FOR YOUNG ADULTS— Fiction 


Double list the following reviewed above, for the middle teens:- 


de Leeuw, Adele- CLAY FINGERS- Macmillan $2.50 (see P. 440) 
Herzberg, Max J.- £d. - A TREASURE CHEST OF SEA STORIES - Messner $3.00 (P.441) 


Lavender, David- GOLDEN TREK- Westminster $2.50 (P. 441) 


Nolan, Jeannette Covert Appleton-Century-Crofts 4 
THIS SAME FLOWER $2.75 | 





This is a sequel toGather Ye Rosebuds (1946) and continues the story of Sidney 
Cameron, when she leaves her Indiana home to become a secretary to the head of the Wo- 
men's League. At her boarding house, Sidney collects a beau, scandalizes her landlady 


by her part in feminist activities, makes friends with an ex-prostitute, and generally 
follows unorthodox lines. Pleasant 1911-1912 shenanigans, this is gently amusing period é 
stuff, with a properly happy ending. (For full report see P. 409) (9/30) 
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Young, Miriam Appleton-Century-Crofts 
HEAVEN FACES WEST $3.00 


A fairly artless jogtrot through the lives of the Downers in 1896, in Califor- 
nia - this sustains a nice family note and period feel of clothes, customs and events. 
Lucinda leaves her husband, a fanatical self-appointed preacher, returns to her parents, 
gets a job in a small resort not fer away, and farms out her children to relatives. Her 
sister Kate finds a husband with nine children; another sister Rosemary makes up her mind 
about marrying her faithful beau, and Lucinda has. a fairly emotional time over the local 
blacksmith before deciding to marry him. All ends well with wedding bells. (For full 
report see P. 411) (10/15) ; : | 


Kane, Harnett T. ) Doubleday 
? BRIDE OF FORTUNE | $3.00 


* An appealing novel built around the romance of Varina Howell and Jefferson 
Davis, and the years leading up to and going through the Civil War, as experienced by 
the man who was chosen as President of the Confederacy, and his wife who played so vital 
a part. A warm, human, sympathetic story, glamorizing the cause of the South, but focus- 
sing attention mainly on the personal story, in much the way the Fremont story was hand- 
led in Jmmortai Wife. An unusual portrait of an era,- the Deep South of Natchez and a 
Mississippi plantation, of Washington, of Richmond. (For full report see P. 410) (10/16) 


Buckmaster, Henrietta Harcourt, Brace 
FIRE IN THE HEART $3.00 


* The love story of Fanny Kemble and Pierce Butler seems an odd choice for Hen- 
rietta Buckmaster until one realizes how imbedded in the stormy. marriage the issues of 
slavery were. This is a fascinating book, the first half a lively portrait of London of 
the stage which was the pivotal point of the Kembles’ lives, and that of Aunt Siddons. 
The second half, the account of the triumphal American tour of Fanny and her famous fath- 
er, and the whirlwind courtship of the aristocratic young Philadelphian, Pierce Butler. 
Theirs was a love match- but it split on his stubborn adherence to slavery on which his 
fortune rested. (For full report see P. 407) (10/21) 


Whitney, Phyllis Houghton, Mifflin 
EVER AFTER $2.50 


* A much-needed approach to problems of the heart in this book which tells of the 
beginning months of 6 marriage that almost goes on the rocks but is rescued when the girl 
learns the importance of facing issues realistically and compromising with her diverse 
ambitions and hopes. Marel, a small town girl comes to New York determined to be a 
career girl, finds her scope enlarged when a nice young, man comes along who is struggling 
with a writing career. Pull of confidence, Mare is certain she can manage short funds, 
crowded quarters, job as illustrator and husband - and so is he. The difficulties loom 
large with a series of conflicts; there's a sudden violent flare-up, and the marriage 
seems finished. But Marel thinks it over and decides to go slower.at her career and give 
more attention to being a wife. It is refreshing and rewarding to have an honest approach 
to a modern problem, even if some career girls will question the conclusions. Thoughtful 
and good romance, with people of e11 inclinations edding their viewpoints. This ought 
not to be confined to young people as many slightly older married women with jobs will 
find it provocative reading. (10/4) 


Smith, Dodie : : Little, Brown 
I CAPTURE THE CASTILE — $3.00 


* A first novel by a playwright, a story of English eccentrics,kindly Americans, 
and an artless, unworldly background, The family of novelist Mortmain is for the moment 
stale-mated when two Americans, Simon and Neil, appear, en route to the property Simon 
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has inherited, on which the Mortmain's home, an old castle, stands. They are fascinated 
by the unreality of the whole set-up,- the castle, the girls, the identity of the father, 
whose one great novel Simon knows. There's charm here- there's a gay, English spotting 
of humor that makes the romance and the slight story almost a natural for the Thirkell 
followers. There's measure of answer here for the crying need for clean and pleasant 
romance. (For full report see P. 406) (10/20) 


Oakes, Vanya Macmillan 
BY SUN AND STAR $2.50 


Along with the migration of industry, China- between 1957-59- had a migration 
of schools and colleges into Free China from Japanese-controlled China. A group of young 
students, part of the big trek, become involved in many adventures,- the rescue of a 
downed American pilot, a run-in with a local grafting official, trouble when they try to 
set up a health program. These young people were part of the large group of modern Chi- 
nese working to modernize China to take her place in a high-powered world, with the as- 
sured feeling that East and West can work together. A stirring book with lots of inter- 
esting details here for the more mature upper teens. (Sept.) Jo/ 19 


Lyon, Jessica Messner 
BETTY LORING, ILLUSTRATOR $2.50 


Betty is a new addition to the group of characters in popular stories about 
girls trying to succeed in glamorous careers. She is sweet and shy- but determined; com- 
mutes daily from the suburbs, and almost despairs of making her way in her chosen field. 
She meets other young people in New York who are breaking into fields open to young art- 
ists in advertising, fashions and other commercial fields, and Betty- in selling the work 
of Andrea, a friend who is a victim of polio, learns to evaluate her own capabilities. 
There is a bit of mystery in Anna Lee who lives disguised. There is a not too tempestu- 
ous love affair with an altar in prospect. After a good deal of hard work and fun, Betty 
finds her niche in illustrating juvenile books. J.L.G. (10/11) 


Sturges-Jones, Marion Putnam 
THE HEART HAS REASONS $2.75 


Innocently satirizing Chestnut Hill and Main Line snobbism, the story here 
juxtaposes a boarding house on Spruce Street as the essence of integrity and family warm- 
th. Miss Pheny runs the boarding house for her niece Bella, who lets her daughter, Araby, _- 
do what she wants. Bella is pursued by an international lawyer, schooled in the proper 
things- but Araby and Miss Pheny take matters into their own hands and force her to elope 
with the man she really loves. Miss Pheny plays Cupid again with Araby and the anthro- 
pology student in the house. On the perimeter of their lives are the Quakers and the old 
Philadelphia families holding the barriers against the invasion of Spruce Street. Mildly 
malicious and quietly entertaining family story. (Full report P. 410) (9/24) 


Powers, Alfred Westminster 
CHAINS FOR COLUMBUS $2.50 


Well-oriented in 16th century Spain, and seen through the eyes of 15-year old 
Francisco Perez, apprentice to a gunpowder maker, are these hair-raising adventures- the 
result of his hero-worship of Columbus. It is the end of Columbus' third voyage and he 

is returned in chains, imprisoned by the king's trumped-up charge of worshipping a false 
god, Montezuma, whom Columbus had never seen. Francisco, and a group of young dons, in- 
cluding Cortes, fire a fourteen gun salute to their hero - and Francisco is among those 
captured by the secret police, tortured by order of the Inquisition to confess a rescue 
plot. The black plague brings sudden release and they escape- with Columbus on his fourth 
voyage. Exciting adventures pursue young Francisco ~- he is accidentally abandoned- goes 
through harrowing experiences- and eventually ends as a wealthy don in Santo Domingo. 


(11/1) 
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Double list the following, reviewed above, for the middle teens:- 


Humphrys, Dena- VERDI (Holt-$3.50)- See P. 441 
Longstreth, T. Morris- THE GREAT VENTURE (Macmillan-$2.50)- See P. 442 
Williams, Beryl- LILLIAN WALD (Messner - $2.75)- See P. 442 


Gordon, James | Holt 
ESCAPE FROM VERMONT $3.00 


Amusing homespun memories of a boyhood in Vermont, terrorized by a stingy 
Yankee grandfather, written with wit and sophistication by an adult looking back. Grand- 
father was the rich, tight-fisted patriarch of a huge farmhouse filled with daughters, 
sons-in-law, grandchildren, nephews - and grandmother, with whom grandfather exchanged 
no words. Grandfather ruled the tribe with a lusty, mean disposition and the threat of 
disinheritance. Gay, colorful, anecdotal, well written. (Full report P. 425) (10/18) 


Holbrook, Stewart H. Macmillan 
LITTLE ANNIE OAKLEY And Other Rugged People $3.00 


* In somewhat the vein of his Lost Men of American History, Holbrook takes his 
readers down uncharted paths in a series of delightful pieces, pure Americana, that delve 
into the myths of people and places, unhackneyed and a motley crew. Interspersed among 
character bits are rich historical views of places, the author's own experiences in log- 
ging camps,and enthusiastic sketches of the near-extinct Yankee. Lively reading for all 
ages. (For full report see P. 426) (10/19) 


Freeman, Ira Henry- fd. Macmillan 
WHITE SAILS SHAKING $5.00 


A collection of true salt water tales, chosen for their variety, these range 
from solo encounters with all sorts of traveling conditions, to accounts of plushlined 
trips; from tragedies barely averted to a report from the classic Slocum. Cape Horn, 
North, South East and West, a lady skipper, an Irish blockade running, sharks, the first 
American cup race- liberal choice for all who like sea yarns. (Full report P. 386) (10/5) 


Goetz, Delia Morrow 
OTHER YOUNG AMERICANS: Latin America’s Young People $3.06 SU 


Just what the average teen-ager would like to know about South America. Nothing 
about principal exports or chief seaports, but interesting personal stuff on how young 
adults live, what their homes are like, local customs and how they affect the teen-ager, 
what the schools are like, what clothes are worn, kinds of food, parties and other social 
functions. It's an informal, chatty sort of book, with no attempt at completeness. Pre- 
sumably there'll be an index for reference use. (10/29) 


Kartman, Ben & Pellegrini & Cudahy 
Brown, Leonard-= £d. DISASTER! $2.75 


Some mighty good journalistic writing has been applied to writing disaster 
news,- and here are forty six stories of American disasters and tragedies, nature on the 
rampage, accidents caused by human carelessness. They range from the earthquakes of 1811 
to the 1947 explosions in Texas City and the mine disaster in Centralia. How advisable 
it is to supply fuel to the already avid interest in disaster news by putting these 
stories into book form is a question you'll ve to decide for yourselves. (Full report 
on P, 420) (9/21) 
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Spaeth, Sigmund Random House 
A HISTORY OF POPULAR MUSIC IN AMERICA $5.00 





The story of the songs America sang from Yankee Doodle to the present. The 
story too of the men who made the songs, the moods and emotions that prompted them, the 
happenstance that made them famous. Ballads, ragtime, jazz, this is a note-worthy coll- 
ection of factual material. Important as reference material on any question in this 
field, including criticism, appreciation, biographical data, discussion cf the radio 
and the battle of recording. (For full report see P. 424) (10/15) 


Villiers, Alan Scribner | 
THE SET OF THE SAILS $3.00 





Fresh and sparkling autobiogrephy and the chronicle of a good and adventurous 
life spent largely at sea. Born in Melbourne, as sailing ships were disappearing, he 
embarked on his career at sea at the age of fifteen. He sailed all seas in every sort 
of ship. Interludes ashore tell of the writing of his earlier books, entanglements with 
lawyers, a brief journalistic eareer, etc. A personal history of considerable enthusi- 
asm; nostalgia for the days of the Cepe Horners. (For full report see P. 392) (Oct.) 





Turlington, Catherine Vanguard 
THREE TO MAKE READY $3.00 


A year with the author's family where it “never takes long for an incident to 
turn into an issue" as she recalls the life with her three teen age girls, her husband, 
the F(amily) P(rovider) their 1939 car, and their liberal minded Dalmatian. It opens 
with the Oldest One getting ready for college, closes with the Middle One on her way 
there. From picnics, to dress, to souvenirs in the attic, and the doubtfui blessings 
of F.P.'s mechanical ability, "We" provide a congenial picture not only of the teen < 
agers but of the parents trying to conform to the standards the girls demand, trying, 
too, to be helpful without being embarrassing. The problems of homework, earning money, 
dates, adult guests, termites, painting, colds, Christmas, gardening, perties, a reunion 
with F.P., a vacation in which F.P. and the Dalmatian are taught to swim, these will 
amuse parents and offspring. Just escaping a coy tone, this is easy entertainment for 
the family. (Reported P. 421) (9/27) 





Bernheim, Bertram Whittlesey 
THE STORY OF THE JOHNS HOPKINS $3.50 


The market for this is primarily - at this age and interest level - those who 
are concerned with the possibilities of a career in medicine, for it is a biography of 
the university, largely in terms of its great men. Beginning with the founding in 1889, 
the author traces its development through the days of guidance of the "four saints" 
Welch, Halstead, Osler and Kelly; then on to the present with its leaders in focus- medi- 
cal men, scientists, surgeons who made its name. (For full report see P. 423) (10/8) 


Burton, Laurence Whittlesey 
WEEK-END PAINTER $3.50 


A very helpful and practical book for the emateur artist by one who hes been 
oil-painting on week-ends for 12 years and shares with other aspirants knowledge gleaned 
from his own experiences. He discusses the pleasures of painting, the equipment and its 
care, color systems, how to mix paints, techniques of brushwork and types of brushes, 
suitable subject matter for paintings, advice on procedure. The author feels that oil 
is the easiest medium for the beginner, he includes other data the beginner should have. 
Strictly for those who want to paint as a hobby. (Reported P. 428) (10/21) 
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